
 
 

 

 
Year 5 Newsletter  

Autumn 2 
 
Welcome back to Year 5! 
Thank you so much for all the amazing homework that was completed over the 
holidays, we really enjoyed sharing the children’s projects in class! 
This half term we have lots of exciting learning, we will be swapping History and Art 
for Geography and DT and a trip to the Docklands Museum.  

 
Mathematics 
Fractions (4 weeks) 

- Finding equivalent fractions 
- Converting improper fractions to mixed numbers 
- Converting mixed numbers to improper fractions 
- Adding fractions 
- Adding to a mixed number 
- Adding two mixed numbers 
- Subtracting fractions 
- Subtracting from a mixed number 
- Subtracting two mixed numbers 

Multiplication and division (3 weeks) 
- Multiply up to a 4 digit number by a 1 digit number 
- Multiply a 2 digit number by a 2 digit number 
- Multiply a 3 digit number by a 2 digit number 
- Multiply a 4 digit number by a 2 digit number 
- Short division 
- Divide a 4 digit number by a 1 digit number 
- Divide with remainders 
- Efficient division 
- Solve problems with multiplication and division 

 
 
 
English 



 
 

 

 
This half term we will be looking at Greek Myths and setting sail with 
Odysseus as he fights to find his way back home after the brutal Trojan 
War. On his ten year journey, he endures harrowing ordeals, battles 
monsters and learns what it means to be a hero. 
 
For our writing outcome we will be designing our own monster for 
Odysseus to face and writing our own chapter of the story to 
share with other children in Year 5. Our SPaG focus will be 
paragraphs, pronouns, range of verb forms (simple, progressive, 
perfect), range of conjunctions, adverbials and apostrophes for 
plural possession. 
 

 
Science 
Key Question: What are reversible and irreversible changes? 
 
Knowledge for this unit: 

● Know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and describe how to 
recover a substance from a solution 

● Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be 
separated, including through filtering, sieving and evaporating 

● Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes 
● Explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this kind 

of change is not usually reversible, including changes associated with burning and the 
action of acid on bicarbonate of soda 

 
 



 
 

 

DT 
Key Question: How do mechanisms work?  
 
Knowledge for this unit: 

● Design-develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing 
products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups  

● Make-select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical 
tasks  

● Evaluate-investigate and analyse a range of existing products evaluate their ideas and 
products against their own design criteria and consider the views of others to improve 
their work 

● Technical-understand and use mechanical systems in their products (cams)  
  

 
Geography 
Key Question: What is trade and why is it necessary? 
 
Knowledge for this unit: 

● Human geography including trade between UK and Europe - food from Spain and cars 
from Germany 

● Fair and unfair distribution of resources (Fairtrade) unfair trade bananas 
● Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: economic 

activity including trade links 
● Use maps – of different scales, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google 

Earth) to locate countries and describe features studied 
 

 
PSHE 
 
Key question for unit:   Why is culture so important? 
 
Knowledge for this unit: 

● To know what culture means  
● To identify your own culture and different cultures within your class/ community  
● To develop respect for cultures different from your own  
● To understand what racism is. 
● To be aware of attitudes towards people from different races, cultures and ethnicities 
● To understand how rumour-spreading and name-calling can be bullying behaviours. 
● To explain the difference between direct and indirect types of bullying 
● To compare our lives with people in the developing world 
● To understand a culture different from our own 

 
 
 
R.E 
Key question: How is Christmas celebrated around the world? 
 
Knowledge for this unit: 
 

● Suggest reasons for some of the similarities and differences between Matthew and 
Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus 

● Suggest reasons for the impact of the coming of Jesus in a Christian person’s life 



 
 

 

● Apply important messages from the original Christmas story to a modern-day situation.  
 
Computing  
Key Learning: Video Production 
 
Knowledge for this unit: 

● Create short videos by working in pairs or groups.  
● Learn topic-based language and develop the skills of capturing, editing, and 

manipulating video.  
● Learn about what actions to take if they see any inappropriate content online.  
● Reflect on and assess their progress in creating a video. 

 
Music 
Key Question: Can you adapt musical motifs? 
 
Listening: Carol Of The Bells (Shchedryk – Ukranian Song) 
Composing/Performing: To create a new piece from existing motifs. 
Experience: Performing Christmas Songs to parents 
 
French 
Key Learning: Space exploration 
Knowledge for this unit: 

● Using figurative language 
● Developing sentence structure by adding adjectives 
● Using prepositions 
● Making simple adjectival comparisons 

 
P.E 
This half term we will be focusing on different movements in gymnastics. 

 
Key dates 
 
Anti bullying week workshop - (Thurs 13th Nov) 
Monday 24th November is an Occasional day and the school is closed.  
 
Every Thursday is swimming for Rowan class 
PE is every Wednesday for all Year 5 classes 
Trip to the Docklands Museum: 1st December- Rowan, 2nd December Sycamore, 
4th December- Chestnut 
 

 
How to support your child at home with their learning this half term…  
 
Try some simple home experiments to explore materials that can change from solid to 
liquid e.g: melting ice, chocolate, mixing salt or sugar in water.  
 
Your child should be reading everyday for at least 20 minutes. It’s really important that 
you continue to read with your child, both listening to them and reading yourself. 
Encourage them to read a wide variety of fiction and non fiction texts of different 



 
 

 

genres from a range of authors and be sure to discuss and ask questions.  
 
 


