
 

Year 4 Overview 
Summer 2 

 

Welcome back to the final half-term of the 2025/26 academic 
year! 
The Year 4 team hope you all enjoyed a restful (and hydrated!) holiday, 
and Eid Mubarak to all who celebrated. 
Year 4 ended last term by creating beautiful painted tote bags, inspired by 
our focus artist Hafsa Yusuf and her work with Somali art and patterns. 
The children also made the school proud with their effort and 
determination during Sports Day! Well done, everyone! 
Due to the effects from the short Spring term, this term will include last 
term’s History unit as well as the usual Geography and DT units. 
We hope everyone is excited for a final half-term of learning - and of 
course, fun! 

 

Mathematics 
Times tables consolidation (including the MTC) (1 week) 
Shape (2 weeks) 

●​ understanding angles as turns 
●​ identifying angles 
●​ comparing and ordering angles 
●​ triangles, quadrilaterals and polygons 
●​ lines of symmetry 

Statistics (1 week) 
●​ interpreting charts 
●​ interpreting and drawing line graphs 

Position and Direction (1 week) 
●​ describing and plotting coordinates 
●​ drawing 2-D shapes on a grid 
●​ translating and describing translation on a grid 

Consolidation (2 weeks) 



 

English 

 
During this half term, our focus text is London Adventure Walks by Becky 
Jones & Clare Lewis. Our writing focuses will be on predicting, describing 
a setting, writing both factual and descriptive paragraphs, and our big 
write will be a walking guide for the local area! Our SPaG focuses will be 
on conjunctions, expanded noun phrases, persuasive language, adverbs 
and paragraphs. 
 
Trip and Experiences: We will be going on a local walk to gather 
inspiration and knowledge for our walking guide. 
  
Your child’s class will also have their own class story that their teacher will 
read aloud to the class each day to foster a shared love for reading. Ask 
your child what their class have chosen for this term! 

 

Science 
In Science this half term, we will be answering the key question:  
How are sounds made? 
 
We will be focusing on: 

●​ identifying how sounds are made, associating some of them with 
something vibrating 

●​ recognising that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to 
the ear 



●​ finding patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the 
object that produced it 

●​ finding patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of 
the vibrations that produced it 

●​ recognising that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound 
source increases 

●​ finding patterns in the sounds that are made by different objects 
such as saucepan lids of different sizes or elastic bands of different 
thicknesses.  

●​ making earmuffs from a variety of different materials to investigate 
which provides the best insulation against sound. 

●​ making and playing their own instruments by using what they have 
found out about pitch and volume. 

●​ making systematic and careful observations and, where 
appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, 

●​ setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests 

 



DT 
In DT this term, we will be answering the key question: 
Can I create a functional battery-powered night light using a simple 
circuit? 
 
We will be focusing on: 

-​ using research to develop a design specification for a functional 
product that responds automatically to changes in the environment.  

-​ generating and developing innovative ideas and sharing and 
clarifying these through discussion.   

-​ communicating ideas through annotated sketches, CAD, pictorial 
representations of electrical circuits or circuit diagrams.  

-​ competently selecting and accurately assembling materials, and 
securely connecting electrical components to produce a reliable, 
functional product.   

-​ continually evaluating and modifying the working features of the 
product to match the initial design specification.   

-​ testing the system to demonstrate its effectiveness for the intended 
user and purpose.  

-​ understanding and using electrical systems in their products. 
 
History 
Due to the Spring term being very short, we will be finishing off the last 
History unit: 
How did power in England swing between Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings from 793 to 1066? 
 
Children will be looking at key concepts including Community & Culture 
and Technology & Progress. 
 
We will be focusing on: 

●​ using terms related to the time period and beginning to date events. 
●​ recognising world events/periods which occurred at the same time. 
●​ describing reasons why humans moved, invaded and settled. 
●​ describing how settlers and invaders can change a society. 
●​ describing and explaining 3 or more things that were the 

same/different after an historical event 



●​ identifying 3 or more things that are still the same/similar to 
thousands of years ago 

●​ justifying interpretations of a source using historical knowledge. 
●​ knowing how archaeologists piece together evidence to make 

conclusions 
 
Geography 
In Geography this term, we will be answering the key question: 
Why did people settle in and around London? 
 
We will be focusing on: 

●​ naming and locating counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
identifying human and physical characteristics including land-use 
patterns 

●​ showing change over time 
●​ describing and understanding key aspects of Human geography 

including types of settlements in modern Britain: villages, towns, 
cities 

●​ using fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and 
physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 

PSHE 
Changing me 
In PSHE this half term, we will be completing our Relationships & Health 
Education unit. 
 
We will be teaching children about their changing bodies during puberty 
as well as addressing the change as they move from Year 4 to Year 5. 
 
You will receive a separate email inviting you to a meeting where 
you can find out more information regarding what and how your 
child will be taught this term. Please look out for this and do not 
hesitate to email your child’s class teacher for more information. 
 



R.E. 
Our key question for the whole of Year 4 is: 
What is important to people in my local community? 
In RE this half-term, we will be answering the key question: 
What happens when someone gets married? 
 
We will be focusing on: 

●​ explaining what vows mean to me and others 
●​ making comparisons and explaining why Hindus and Muslims have 

certain marriage rituals 
●​ expressing my view and opinions on marriages and explaining what 

is important to me and why 
 

Computing  
In Computing this half-term, our topic is: 
Repetition in games 
 
Children will explore the concept of repetition in programming using the 
Scratch environment. The unit begins with a Scratch activity similar to that 
carried out in our previous unit on Logo, where children can discover 
similarities between two environments. Children look at the difference 
between count-controlled and infinite loops and use their knowledge to 
modify existing animations and games using repetition. Their final project 
is to design and create a game which uses repetition, applying stages of 
programming design throughout. 
 
Music 
Are we ready to perform? 
 
This year, children have been given the opportunity to learn to play the 
violin over the course of the year.  
This journey comes to an end with: 

-​ performing, which provides pupils with a practical reason to hone 
and apply their musical skills. 

-​ playing in time with peers, with increasing accuracy and awareness. 
-​ using musical vocabulary to discuss the purpose of a piece of 

music. 



-​ playing and responding to ‘performance directions’ added to music 
notation. 

-​ knowing that a glissando in music means a sliding effect played on 
instruments or made by your voice. 

 
P.E. 
Athletics and Dodgeball 

 

Key dates 
 
Year 4 PE day: Thursday (2 sessions on the same day) 
 
Aspen MTC test: Tuesday 2nd June 
 
Alder MTC test: Wednesday 3rd June 
 
Yew MTC test: Friday 5th June 
 
Local trip to local landmarks: Wednesday 17th June 
 
Inset day (school closed): Monday 29th June 
 
Final day of school - school finishes at 2pm: Tuesday 21st July 

 

How to support your child at home with their learning this half 
term…  
 

-​ Go for walks around where you live to give your child inspiration for 
their walking guide in English! 

-​ Practise quick-fire times tables facts (4s, 6s, 7s, 8s, 9s, and 12s are 
usually considered trickiest!) in short bursts—on the walk to school 
or in the car. 

-​ Ask your child to summarise the chapter of their class story each 
day—this builds comprehension and vocabulary. 

-​ Try to get into a routine where you read with your child for a short 
time everyday and be sure to discuss what you have read. Make 
sure to remind your child to fill in their Reading Record about what 



they have read! 
-​ Ensure your child’s times tables homework and spellings list is 

completed and returned each week. 
-​ While you read your child’s levelled Big Cat book, ask them 

comprehension questions to check understanding (examples are in 
the backs of the books). Make sure to acknowledge in their Big Cat 
reading record that they have done this, then bring this back in on 
Wednesdays so it can be changed for a new book. Children are 
informally assessed at the end of every half-term and their level 
may change, so please make sure your child is changing their book 
regularly (this does not have to be every week if they have not 
finished their book yet!). 

 


