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Welcome back to Year 4!

The children have settled well into Year 4 and have enjoyed their learning
so far. Upon speaking to the children, they have particularly enjoyed
making their clay sculptures inspired by Barbara Hepworth and visiting a
Mandir for their Hinduism topic in RE. This term is sure to be another
busy one full of learning and fun! We will be swapping our History and Art
topics with this term’s Geography and Design & Technology topics.
History and Art will return in January!

Mathematics
Multiplication & Division (5 weeks)

e 3times table & dividing by 3
6 times table & dividing by 6
9 times table & dividing by 9
7 times table & dividing by 7
11 times table & dividing by 11
12 times table & dividing by 12
multiplying & dividing by 1
multiplying by O
dividing a number by itself

e multiplying 3 numbers together
Consolidation (2 weeks)
place value
addition & subtraction
area
multiplication & division




During this half term, our focus text is Ice Palace by Robert Swindells, a
fantasy adventure story set in a fictional snowy land. Our writing focuses
will be on narrative writing, character and setting descriptions and our
SPaG focuses will be on conjunctions, fronted adverbials and descriptive
techniques such as similes, adjectives, prepositions and specific verbs.

Your child’s class will also have their own class story that their teacher
will read aloud to the class each day to foster a shared love for reading.
Ask your child what their class have chosen for this term!

Science
In Science this half term, we will be answering the key question:
What effect does temperature have on solids?

We will be focusing on:

e comparing and grouping materials together, according to whether
they are solids, liquids or gases

e observing that some materials change state when they are heated
or cooled, and measuring or researching the temperature at which
this happens in degrees Celsius

e exploring a variety of everyday materials and developing simple
descriptions of the states of matter




Design & Technology
In DT this half term, we will be answering the key question:
Can | make a story book using levers and linkages?

We will be focusing on:
Design
- generating realistic ideas and their own design criteria through
discussion, focusing on the needs of the user
- using annotated sketches and prototypes to develop, model and
communicate ideas

Make
- ordering the main stages of making.
- selecting from and using appropriate tools with some accuracy to
cut, shape and join paper and card.
- selecting from and using finishing techniques suitable for the
product they are creating.

Evaluate
- investigating and analysing books and, where available, other
products with lever and linkage mechanisms.
- evaluating their own products and ideas against criteria and user
needs, as they design and make.

Technical
- understanding and using lever and linkage mechanisms
- distinguishing between fixed and loose pivots
- knowing and using technical vocabulary related to the project

Geography
In Geography this term, we will be answering the key question:
How have geographers mapped out the world?

We will be focusing on:

- identifying the position and significance of latitude, longitude,
Equator, Northern and Southern Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Greenwich Meridian
and time zones.




- using maps of different scales, atlases, globes and digital/computer
mapping (Google Earth) to locate countries and describe features

studied
- using graphs to record daylight hours in Svalbard vs UK

Trip and Experiences: Greenwich Meridian Line and the National
Maritime Museum

PSHE

Celebrating difference

In PSHE this half term, we will be answering the key question:
Why do we judge each other by our appearance?

We will be focusing on:
- knowing that sometimes people make assumptions about a person
because of the way they look or act
- accepting people for who they are
- understanding what assumptions are
- understanding why we all have different assumptions and where
they come from




- knowing that some forms of bullying are harder to identify e.g.
tactical ignoring and cyber-bullying

- knowing the reasons why witnesses sometimes join in with bullying
and don’t tell anyone

- understanding the importance of being comfortable with the way
you look

- being non-judgemental about others who are different

- understanding that first impressions may not always be accurate

R.E.

Our key question for the whole of Year 4 is:

What is important to people in my local community?

In RE this half term, we will be answering the key question:
Why is the Bible a special book?

We will be focusing on:
e describing how beliefs and stories from the Bible can have an
impact today in Christian people’s lives
e applying ideas like guidance or inspiration to our own chosen
‘favourite words’
e making links between the sayings of different religious groups and
showing how they are similar and different

Computing
In Computing this half-term, our topic is:
Creating media — Audio production

Children will identify the input device (microphone) and output devices
(speaker or headphones) required to work with sound digitally. Children
will discuss the ownership of digital audio and the copyright implications
of duplicating the work of others. In order to record audio themselves,
children will use Audacity to produce a podcast, which will include editing
their work, adding multiple tracks, and opening and saving the audio files.
Finally, children will evaluate their work and give feedback to their peers.

Music
Can you bow the strings?




This year, children are given the opportunity to learn to play the violin
over the course of the year. This journey continues with:

- different methods of creating sounds on the violin.
- learning how to hold and use the bow appropriately.

P.E.
Gymnastics and Yoga

Key dates

Anti bullying week workshop - (Thurs 13th Nov)
School closed (Occasional day) - (Mon 24th Nov)

Alder trip to the Greenwich Meridian Line and the National Maritime
Museum: Tuesday 25th November

Aspen trip to the Greenwich Meridian Line and the National Maritime
Museum: Wednesday 26th November

Yew trip to the Greenwich Meridian Line and the National Maritime
Museum: Friday 28th November

Year 4 PE day: Tuesday (2 sessions on the same day)

How to support your child at home with their learning this half
term...

This year, your child will take the standard times table test in the Summer

term, so be sure to practise times tables with your child as often as you
can. If you don’t know your child’s Times Table Rockstars login, do ask
your child’s teacher.

Here are some other ways to support learning and a collaboration
between home and school:

- Practise quick-fire times tables facts (6s, 7s, 9s, 11s and 12s) in




short bursts—on the walk to school or in the car.

Look at a pop-up book or birthday card together and spot any levers
or moving parts.

Explore a place on Google Maps and talk about which hemisphere
or continent it’s in.

Notice everyday examples of evaporation (e.g., puddles
disappearing, washing drying on a radiator).

Listen to a short podcast together and notice sound effects, music
or different voices.

Ask your child to summarise the chapter of their class story each
day—this builds comprehension and vocabulary.

Try to get into a routine where you read with your child for a short
time everyday and be sure to discuss what you have read. Make
sure to remind your child to fill in their Reading Record about what
they have read!

Ensure your child’s times tables homework and spellings list is
completed and returned each week.

While you read your child’s levelled Big Cat book, ask them
comprehension questions to check understanding (examples are in
the backs of the books).




