
 

Year 3 Overview 
Summer 2 

 

Welcome to Year 3 Summer 2! 
Final term, keep going! You’ve all worked so hard this year and we hope you can continue to 
work just as hard during these last 7 weeks! In geography, we’ll be learning about why capital 
cities are often built by water where we’ll be able to link back to some previous units where we 
looked at important rivers like the Amazon and the Nile. In DT, we’ll be testing our hands at a 
bit of textiles, where we’ll be making felt pencil cases. In Science, we will be completing the 
Crest Award in which we will be using lots of our scientific knowledge to investigate different 
questions! Lots of things going on this term and we are so excited! 

 

Mathematics 
 
We will be covering 2 more units for maths before finishing the year with consolidation of 
topics that need a bit more practice. These are the learning objectives we will be looking at for 
the following units. 
 
Shape 
 

  

 
 

Statistics 
 

 

 



 

English 
 

This half term, we will be focusing on the text Zeraffa Giraffa by Dianne Hofmeyr. 
Writing outcome: to write a persuasive tourism leaflet for Paris/Egypt. 
Challenge: Include a section of a researched Paris landmark 
 
This is the astonishing true story of Zeraffa, a giraffe who was sent as a gift from Egypt to 
France in 1826. A young boy, Atir, takes care of Zeraffa on her epic journey and the sailors 
sing songs as she gazes down at them. In France, Atir leads her through the countryside, and 
thousands of people marvel at Zeraffa. Paris falls in love with Zeraffa. The King builds her a 
special house in the Jardin des Plantes. On warm nights, the young princess visits, while Atir 
whispers stories to Zeraffa of a hot land far away. The amazing story by an award-winning 
author of a giraffe’s extraordinary voyage from Africa to Paris. 

Sentence and text outcomes:  

●​Build an increasing range of sentence structures 
●​Use persuasive language e.g. alliteration, repetition, rhetorical questions 
●​Use present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive form (Year 

2) and the present perfect form 
●​Select organisational features e.g. opening statement, sub-headings, captions, strategically 

organised paragraphs, closing statement 
 

Punctuation focus: 

●​To correctly use apostrophes 
 

 
 



Science 
Crest Award- Chosen investigations linking to Year 3 units to revisit key knowledge 

Educational visit/Experience: Building on:  year 3 learning  

 
DT 
Textiles - Which fastening methods are the most effective?  
Building on: EYFS weaving,  Year 2 Autumn 1,  
Leading to year 5  
Rationale: Giving opportunities to physically examine a range of fabrics and make informed 
choices to design and make a suitable product. 
 
We are learning to: 

●​ Investigate and analyse a range of existing products by considering function and materials 
●​ To understand how materials can be combined for different functions 
●​ Join materials using stitching (running stitch overstitch and back stitch) 
●​ Understand how materials can be combined for different functions 
●​ Join materials using stitching (running stitch,  overstitch and backstitch) 
●​ Design realistic ideas and products using their own design criteria  

●​ Explain how their products will look and work and be finished through talking and 
annotated drawings 

●​ Use annotated sketches, pattern pieces and prototypes to develop and communicate ideas 
●​ Measure, mark out, cut materials with some accuracy 

 

 
 
Geography 
Why are capital cities often built by water? 
The Water Cycle, rivers, human and physical geography of a river 
Building on: Year 2 Summer 2 
Leading to: Year 6 Spring and Summer 2 
Rationale: Rivers and cities have all been chosen to cover the whole world or places where 
the school has a link i.e. already learnt about it or high number of children with a link to the 



country. Mapwork 
 
We are learning to: 

●​ Locate some of the world’s countries and their capital cities, using maps 
with a focus on Europe. 

●​ Concentrating on key physical and human characteristics; 
●​ Identify the longest rivers in the world - Nile (Africa), Amazon (South 

America), Yangtze(Asia), Missouri (North America), Volga (Europe), Murray 
(Australasia) 

●​ Describe and understand key aspects of: Physical geography including the water cycle 
and rivers 

●​ Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries 
and describe features studied 

●​  

 

 
 
 



PSHE 
Changing Me  
What changes happen to you when you grow? 
Building on: Y2 
Understanding how a baby grows inside a mother, learning about family stereotypes, 
understanding how boys’ and girls’ bodies change on the outside as they grow up, looking 
ahead and changing. 

 
R.E 
What do Sikh sayings tell us about Sikh beliefs? 
Trip/Experience: Visit to a Gurdwara or a Sikh visitor into the school 
Building on:  Year 1, Year 2 & Year 3 
Leading to: Year 4 
Rationale: To find out about 6 main Sikh symbols and their meaning to Sikh people as well as 
the Sikh holy book – the Guru Granth Sahib, and how sayings from this impact the lives of 
Sikh people today. 
 
We are exploring: 
 

●​ Investigate Sikh symbols and sayings 
●​ Apply how Sikh and English sayings impact people’s lives today 
●​ Linking similar teachings from different religions 

 
French 
A circle of life in French 
Using dictionary skills to develop animal vocabulary and habitat names and applying this 
vocabulary to create sentences and complete food chains. 
 

 
 



Computing  
Events & Actions in Programming 
Children explore the links between events and actions, while consolidating prior learning 
relating to sequencing. Children learn programming extensions, through the use of Pen 
blocks.  
Building on:Y3,Sp1, Sequencing 
Leading to: Y4,Sp 2, Programming 
 

 
Music 
Are we ready to perform our recorders in a concert? 
Listening: Baroque Recorder Music Bach Brandenburg Concerto 
Composing/Performing: 
Experience: Sum 2 Y3 Recorder Concert to Parents. Solo/Duet playing for some children. 
Leading to: Y4 Spring 1 violin performance 
Building on: Y3 Sum 1 
Leading to: Y4 Aut 1 
Rationale: Improve finger placements on the recorder.  
 

 
 
P.E 
 
Athletics 
Outdoor Adventurous Activities 

 

 PE days 
 

●​ Oak PE days: Mon and Thurs 
●​ Poplar PE days: Mon and Friday 

 

 
 



How to support your child at home with their learning this half term…  
 
Maths 
Practice half and quarter turns at home.Revise recognising and describing 2D shapes. Look 
at the difference between horizontal and vertical lines. Carry out surveys around topics of 
interest and record results with tally charts e.g. favourite ice cream flavour, favourite fruit to 
eat. Discuss what the totals are and what the results show. Have a think about how these 
results could be presented in bar charts to make the findings clearer to understand. 
 
 
English  
Look up the true story of Zeraffa Giraffa. What was the Jardin des Plantes? Look at where 
Egypt and Paris are on the map and the distance between them. Look up the different 
climates of both these countries and whether it is suitable for a giraffe or not. Look at 
examples of different leaflets. 
 
 
Geography (Capital Cities and water) 

 

 

 
 

DT (Textiles) 
Once your children have had a practice at school, why not explore some interesting fun 
projects during the summer! 

Easy Fun Sewing Projects with Children | Fabrics Galore 

 

RE (Sikhism) 

https://www.fabricsgalore.co.uk/blogs/fabric-news/easy-and-fun-sewing-projects-to-do-with-children?srsltid=AfmBOorl9WnmItoMAexsVxZaXc66_OoO3OlBM1-lKIfXrIlZzj0cmoi0


 
If you have any free time after school, visit an important place of worship. To effectively teach 
children about Sikhism, engage them through immersive, age-appropriate experiences. Start 
by reading culturally representative books, watching educational videos, and visiting a local 
Gurdwara (Sikh place of worship) to experience the community’s welcoming atmosphere and 
values of selfless service firsthand.  

 


