
 
Year 2 Newsletter  

Spring 1 
 
Welcome back! We hope you have all rested well over the winter break and ready to 
start the new term. The children have had a fantastic Autumn term and have 
thoroughly enjoyed their learning in Year 2 so far. This term, we look forward to 
teaching many new and interesting topics. Additionally, we will be swapping 
Geography for History and DT for Art.  

 
Mathematics 
 
Money (3 weeks) 

●​ Count money - pence 
●​ Count money - pounds (notes and coins) 
●​ Count money - pounds and pence 
●​ Choose notes and coins 
●​ Make the same amount  
●​ Compare amounts of money 
●​ Calculate with money 
●​ Make a pound 
●​ Find change 
●​ Two-step problems 

 
Multiplication and division (3 weeks) 

●​ Recognise equal groups 
●​ Make equal groups 
●​ Add equal groups 
●​ Introduce the multiplication symbol 
●​ Multiplication sentences 
●​ Use arrays 
●​ Make equal groups - grouping 
●​ Make equal groups - sharing 
●​ The 2 times-table 
●​ Divide by 2 
●​ Doubling and halving 
●​ Odd and even numbers 
●​ The 10 times-table 
●​ Divide by 10 



●​ The 5 times table 
●​ Divide by 5 
●​ The 5 and 10 times-tables 

 
English 
 
The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt     

 

 
  
We will start off the half term by reading our first core text ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’. 
Our writing outcome for this text is a persuasive letter written in character.  
 

 
We will then complete an author study on Maurice Sendak the author of Where the 
Wild Things Are.  Our writing outcome for this text is a non-chronological report.  
 
 

 



Science 
In science this half term we will be learning about habitats.  
Our key question is: 
What is a habitat and how does it support the animals and plants that live 
there? 
 
We are learning to: 

●​ explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and 
things that have never been alive 

●​ identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of 
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other 

●​ identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including 
microhabitats 

●​ describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using 
the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food 

Educational visit/Experience: Soanes centre habitats workshop 
 



Art 
In Art,  our outcome is to create a landscape painting of an animal inspired by the 
artist Edward Tingatinga. Tingatinga is a painting style that originated in East Africa.  
Our key question: 
Can you create a tingatinga painting using different tools and shades? 
 
Outcomes: 
Drawing and Mark Making 

●​ Continue to experiment with different grades of pencil in sketchbooks. 
●​ Develop intricate patterns and marks with different grades of pencil. 
●​ Demonstrate experience in different grades of pencil and other implements to 

draw different forms and shapes.  
●​ Observe and draw shapes from observations. Begin to draw shapes 

in-between objects. 
●​ Make drawings as a starting point for work in other areas.  
●​ Begin to show form by drawing light and dark lines, patterns and shapes. 

Colour and Painting 
●​ Begin to control the types of marks made with a range of painting techniques 

and media (acrylic, poster and watercolour painting) e.g. layering and adding 
texture using different brush strokes and sizes. 

●​ To know that paintbrushes can differ in appearance and purpose: Flat brush – 
straight edges or blocked strokes. Rounded brush – versatile and can be used 
for small details.  

●​ Use a brush to produce marks appropriate to work. E.g. small brush for small 
marks.  

●​ Have a secure understanding of primary and secondary colours. 
●​ Begin to understand how artists use warm and cool colours and explore how 

this can create a mood in painting. 
Craft and Design - Printing and pattern and textile and collage 

●​ Create order, symmetry, and irregularity. 
●​ Extend repeating patterns - overlapping, using two contrasting colours. 
●​ To explore pattern and shape when creating designs for printing. 
●​ To consider the use of colour for effect.  

 
 
History 
In History , we are learning about the work of various individuals who have worked for 
better lives for others. Within this, they will explore the historical context of the 
person’s life. 
 
Our key question: 
How have individuals made change throughout history?  
We will focus on:  

●​ Use dates to talk about the past. 
●​ Sequence events about the life of a famous person or of an event. 



●​ Find facts about a person/event from two different pieces of evidence. 
●​ Describe how people have achieved things that have shaped our world or our 

understanding of the world. 

 
PSHE 
Dreams and goals 
Our key question: How can I be the best I can be? 
We will be learning to: 

●​ Understand what a realistic goal looks like 
●​ Talk about things you have achieved and how it makes you feel 
●​ Understanding what it feels like to be successful 
●​ To understand why perseverance and resilience are so important 

 
 
R.E 
Our key question: 
What can stories teach us about forgiveness?  
 
Pupils will learn to: 

●​ Retell what different religions and world views teach about forgiveness 
●​ Make relevant points in a discussion on forgiveness and link my ideas to 

everyday life 
●​ Explore questions about meaning and values and express my own ideas and 

opinions in response to others using art, words or poetry 
 
 Computing  
Robot Algorithm 
 
Outcomes:  

●​ learn about instructions in sequences and the use of logical reasoning to 
predict outcomes 

●​ Give commands in different orders to investigate how the order affects the 
outcome 

●​ design in programming 
●​ develop artwork and test it for use in a program  
●​ design algorithms and then test those algorithms as programs and debug them 

 
Music 
Our key question: 
How can you play that tune?  
Listening: Trad Fairytale song. 
Composing/Performing: C-E . Show notation as dots- High Middle Low . Keyboard 
Melodies ,‘Princess Smartypants’  song 

Experience: listening and looking at Piano/Keyboard played live 
 
 



P.E 
Sending and Receiving 
Team Building 

 
Key dates 
 
 
Uber Boat trip along the river looking at landmarks in London 
 
Habitats workshop at the Soane centre TBC 
 
PE Days:  
Birch: Monday and Wednesday 
Beech: Monday and Friday 
 
Homework: Handed out on Fridays and returned by the following Thursday 
Reading for Pleasure books: Changed on Tuesday.  
 

 
How to support your child at home with their learning this half term…  
 
Science: 
Go on a walk around your local area. What things can you identify that are: alive, not 
alive and never have been alive? 
 
Maths:  
Use kitchen food items or toys at home and price them ( 5p, 25p, 40p). Work together 
to buy the items using the correct coins to pay. How many different ways can you 
make the amounts using the coins you have?  
 
History:  
Share photos of yourself younger or anyone you know and discuss how life was like 
when you/they were younger. What has changed? What has stayed the same? What 
has improved over time? 
 
Art:  
Introduce children to artist Edward Tingatinga, discuss what shapes, colours, patterns 
and animals they see in his artwork. Access images from online and watch fun videos 
about tingatinga paintings.Create your own art with any resources using inspiration 
from Tingatinga painting style. 

 


