
 
Year 1 Overview 

Spring 2 
 

Welcome back to Year 1 Spring 2! 
We hope you have all had a restful holiday period! In Spring 2, there are new topics and key 
questions that our children will be engaging with. We are returning to DT, in which we will be 
looking at how sliders and levers work in moving picture books. In Geography, we are going to 
be learning about the UK, capital cities, surrounding seas and seasons. We hope you are 
looking forward to this new half term of learning and fun as much as we are! 

 

Mathematics 
Place Value 

●​ Count from 20 to 50  
●​ 20,30,40 and 50  
●​ Count by making groups of 10  
●​ Groups of tens and ones  
●​ Partitions into tens and ones  
●​ The number line to 50  
●​ Estimate on a number line to 50  
●​ 1 more, 1 less  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Length and height 

●​ Compare lengths and heights  
●​ Measure length using objects  
●​ Measure length in centimetres 

 

 
 



 

Phonics 
In Phonics this half term we will be continuing to focus on phase 5 sounds. You will continue 
to receive the weekly phonics sheet.  
We will focus on the following:  
 
Sounds:  
/ur/ or word  
/oo/ u oil awful would  
/air/ are share 
/or/ au aur oor al author dinosaur floor walk 
 
/ch/ tch match  
/ch/ ture adventure 
/ar/ al half 
/ar/ a father 
 
/or/ a water  
Schwa in longer words: different  
/o/ a want  
/air/ ear ere bear there  
 
/ur/ear learn  
/r/ wr wrist  
/s/ st sc whistle science  
Schwa at the end of words: actor 
 
/c/ ch school 
/sh/ ch chef  
/z/ /s/ ce se ze freeze  
 
New tricky words:  
 
Once, laugh, because, eye  
 

English - Our core text is Traction Man, by Mini Grey  
 
Writing outcomes: 

●​ Character description of Traction Man (demonstrate 
understanding of character and theme of the text) 

●​ Postcard/letter recounting a chosen rescue mission (GPS: past 
tense, sequencing) 

●​ Next Traction Man (or equivalent) adventure (invention) 
 



For parents | Letters and Sounds 

 

Science 
In Science this half term we will be learning about plants and seasonal changes. We will be 
answering the key question: 
 
What is growing in our playground?  
 
Plants 
The children will be learning to:  

●​ identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous 
and evergreen trees 

●​ identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, 
including trees 

To do this we will:  

●​ observing closely,  using magnifying glasses, and comparing and contrasting familiar 
plants. 

●​ describing how they were able to identify and group them. 
●​ drawing diagrams showing the parts of different plants including trees.  
●​ keeping records of how plants have changed over time, for example, the leaves falling 

off trees and buds opening; and compare and contrast what they have found out 
about different plants. 

Seasonal changes 

The children will be learning to:  

●​ observe changes across the 4 

seasons 

●​ observe and describe weather 

associated with the seasons and how 

day length varies 

To do this we will:  

●​ making tables and charts about the weather 
●​ making displays of what happens in the world around them, including day length, as 

the seasons change.  

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


 
 
 
 

DT 
In DT we will be learning about sliders and levers and answering the key question below:  
 
Can I make a picture page with moving parts? 
 
The children will be learning to:  

●​ Know what a slider and lever are  
●​ Know and name simple mechanisms  
●​ Use technical vocabulary  

 
The children will do this by:  

●​ Evaluating existing products and designs to identify likes and dislikes 
●​ Explore and use mechanisms (levers and sliders) in their products 
●​ Design products that have a purpose and an intended user though talking and drawing 
●​ Cut and join materials using scissors, glue, split pins and single hole punches  
●​ Make and strengthen products, with support 
●​ Evaluate their own ideas and products by testing 
●​ Discuss what they found easy and hard  
●​ Discuss what changes they would make if they were to do it again.  

 

Geography  
In Geography we will be focusing on the UK and answering the question 
below: 
 
What is the rest of the UK like?  
 
The children will: 

●​ name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries  
●​ and capital cities of the United Kingdom (England; London, 

Scotland; Edinburgh, Northern Ireland; Belfast, Wales; Cardiff)  
●​ and its surrounding seas (English Channel, Atlantic Ocean, Irish Sea, North Sea). 
●​ Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 
●​ Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

key physical features, including: forest, mountain, soil, valley sea, beach, hill, season, 
weather 
key human features, including: litter, city, town, house, office, shop,  path, park, canal, 
bench, village, factory, city, village 

●​ Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom (England, 
Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland). 

●​ Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) 



 
Trip/Experience (linked to last half term’s learning): Ragged School Museum 

 
 

PSHE 
In PSHE we will be focusing on Healthy Me  and answering the question below: 
 
Why is it so important to keep ourselves safe and healthy?   
 
The children will:  

●​ Know the difference between being healthy and unhealthy  
●​ Know how to make healthy lifestyle choices  
●​ Know what your body needs to stay healthy 
●​ Feel good when you make healthy choices  
●​ Understand that we are all special so we have to keep ourselves safe 
●​ Know how to keep ourselves clean and healthy 
●​ Understand how germs cause disease/illness 
●​ Know that all household products including medicines can be harmful if not used 

properly 
●​ Understand the effect of medicines and that they can help to make you feel better 

when you’re not feeling well Make sure you use them safely 
●​ Know some ways to help yourself when you’re feeling poorly 
●​ To understand the importance of keeping safe when crossing the road 
●​ To know how to keep safe when crossing the road 
●​ Think about other people who can keep us safe  
●​ Recognise when you feel frightened and know who to ask for help 

 

R.E 
In R.E we will be focusing on Christianity and answering the question below: 
 
What does it mean to belong to Christianity?  
 
Children will:  
●​ name and talk about key Christian objects, artefacts, beliefs, teachings and practices 
●​ investigate what happens at a church Christening or dedication service 
●​ think about where they belong and special ceremonies that they have participated in 
●​ learn about different types of families and what they share together 
●​ suggest meanings for religious actions and symbols 
●​ discuss and connect ideas between different religions 
 
Trip/experience: Reverend Darius will be coming into school to demonstrate and talk about a 
baptism.  
 



 

Computing  
In Computing, we will be focusing on data and information. Labelling, grouping, and 
searching are important aspects of data and information. Searching is a common operation in 
many applications, and requires an understanding that to search data, it must have labels. 
This unit of work focuses on assigning data (images) with different labels in order to 
demonstrate how computers are able to group and present data.  
 

 

Music 
In Music, we will be focusing on Superhero Music and thinking about the question:  
 
Can you compose Superhero music?  
 
Listening: John Williams - Superman theme  
Composing/Performing: Superhero Raps  
Experience: looking at video footage of an orchestral performance. 
Using vocal and body sounds to create music 

 

P.E 
 
In P.E this half term we will be focusing on Sending and Receiving and Dance.  

 

Key dates 
 
Trip: Ragged School Museum 
Ash Class - Thursday 26th March 
Maple Class - Friday 27th March  
 
Experience: Visit from Reverend Darius  
Monday 16th March 
 



P.E  
Ash - Tuesday and Friday 
Maple - Tuesday and Wednesday 
 
Reading - Both classes will be taking home their reading practice book and reading for 
pleasure books on Thursdays and to be returned on a Wednesday.  
Phonics - Your child will receive a phonics sheet every Monday which gives an overview of the 
phonics being taught that week.  
 
Spelling- This half term children will be getting spelling homework. This will be given out on a 
Friday and due back the following Friday.  
 
World Book Day: Thursday 5th March. Home-made costumes are encouraged! 
 
Science Day: Thursday 12th March. This year’s theme is “Curiosity: what’s your question?” 
There will be a fair after school for families! 
 
Eid (school closed): Friday 20th March 

 

How to support your child at home with their learning this half term…  
 

●​ Ask them to read to you! 
 

●​ Support your child with consolidating their phonics. They will be focusing on sounds 
that they have seen for the first time and these may be alternate sounds to sounds 
they have learnt in Reception and year 1 to date.  
Please continue to use the Little Wandle parents area to support this. For parents | 
Letters and Sounds  

 
●​ Your child will continue to come home with spelling words this term. The spelling rules 

will be previously learnt phonics sounds or endings. Please practice these with your 
child at home. Please support them to complete the activity sheet and return it each 
Friday. There will be a low stakes spelling test of these words on a Friday.  
 
 

●​ Can you go for a walk and discuss what is growing, different parts of the plant and 
what the weather is like? 

 
●​ Visit a library and look for moving picture books with sliders and levers. Can you also 

find child-friendly comics or books about superheroes? 
 

 

 

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

