
 
Year 2 Newsletter  

Autumn 2 
 
Year 2 has settled in very well and had a fantastic last half term learning and adapting 
to new routines. They particularly enjoyed learning all about the Victorian Era in 
History and visiting the London Transport Museum to support their learning. We will 
start this half term by building on our addition and subtraction knowledge from last half 
term and begin new subjects Geography and DT.  

 
Mathematics 
Addition and subtraction  

● solve problems with addition and subtraction:  
● recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use 

related facts up to 100  
● add and subtract numbers  including:  a two-digit number and ones , a two-digit 

number and tens , two two-digit numbers  and adding three one-digit numbers  
● use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and use this to 

check calculations and solve missing number problems.  
 
Shapes 

● identify and describe the properties of 2-D shapes, including the number of 
sides and line symmetry in a vertical line   

● identify and describe the properties of 3-D shapes, including the number of 
edges, vertices and faces  

●  identify 2-D shapes on the surface of 3-D shapes, (for example, a circle on a 
cylinder and a triangle on a pyramid) 

●  compare and sort common 2-D and 3-D shapes and everyday objects.  
 
Consolidation and assessment  
 

 
English 
Our core text is: The Disgusting Sandwich by Gareth Edwards. 

 
  



During Autumn 2, our main english focusses will be: commas in a list, question marks, 
and types of sentences. We will be writing a diary entry, advert and a recipe for the 
text The Disgusting Sandwich. We will then move on to writing a recount based on our 
Uber Boat trip.  

 
Science 
In science this half term we will be learning about plants and bulbs and answering the 
question below:  
How do bulbs grow? 
 
We will be focusing on: 

●  observing bulbs 
● understand how bulbs grow into mature plants 
● understand that bulbs grow into mature plants 
● Understand that bulbs have a store of food inside them  
● observing throughout the year how different plants grow 
●  set up simple tests. 

 
Trip and Experiences: Planting Bulbs in Victoria Park 

 



DT  
 
In DT, we will be learning about stable structures and answering the question below: 
Which joins create a stable structure?  
 
The children will explore stability and methods to strengthen structures, to understand 
Baby Bear’s chair weaknesses and develop an improved solution for him to use. The 
children need to help Baby Bear by making him a brand new chair. In designing the 
chair, they consider his needs and what he likes and explore ways of building it so 
that it is a strong and stable structure and doesn’t break again!  
 
We will be focusing on:  

● Understanding that shapes and structures with wide, flat bases or legs are the 
most stable.  

● Understanding the shape of a structure affects its strength.  
● Understanding that materials can be manipulated to improve strength and 

stiffness.  
● Understanding that a structure is something which has been formed or made 

from parts. 
●  Understanding that a ‘stable’ structure’ is one which is firmly fixed and unlikely 

to change or move.  
● Understanding that a ‘strong’ structure is one which does not break easily. 
●  Understanding that a ‘stiff’ structure or material is one which does not bend 

easily. 
 
Trip and Experiences: Uber Boat trip along the river looking at landmarks in London 
 
Geography 
In Geography, we will be comparing physical and human features in London and 
answering the question below: 
How are human and physical features identified? 
We will focus on:  

● Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: human and physical features 
● using aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical features: White cliffs of Dover, Giant’s Causeway, 
Blackpool Tower, Angel of the North, London Eye, St Paul’s Cathedral, 
Snowdon, Loch Ness, Edinburgh Castle, Clifton Suspension Bridge, Cheddar 
Gorge 

● devising a simple map and use and construct basic symbols in a key 
● using simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) 
● using world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom (England, 

Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland). 
 
Trip and Experiences: Uber Boat trip along the river looking at landmarks in London 

 



PSHE 
Being me in my world  
 
We will be focusing on: 
To understand what a stereotype is 
To understand that individuals like different things 
To understand that bullying can be due to difference 
To understand how someone who is bullying might be feeling  
Think about how to be kind to children who are bullied 
To recognise right and wrong 

To know how to stand up for yourself and get help 

Understand that difference is to be celebrated 

Understand that everyone’s differences make them special and unique 

 
 
R.E 
Why are different books special for different people? 
 
We will be focusing on: 

●  To learn about the important place of books in religious traditions Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Judaism  

●  how people’s attitudes to these books are shown in how they treat them 
 
Trip and Experiences: Visit to a Gurdwara  
  
 
Computing  
Digital Photography 
 
Children will learn to recognise that different devices can be used to capture 
photographs and will gain experience capturing, editing, and improving photos.  
 
Music 
How do we write down and perform our music? 
Listening: Handel’s ‘Firework Music’  
Composing/Performing: Create and write a graphic score for a whole class ‘Musical 
Firework’.  
Experience: Performing Christmas Songs in Production to parents 
P.E 
Ball Skills 
Gymnastics 

 
Key dates 



Anti bullying week workshop - (Thurs 13th Nov) 
School closed (Occasional day) - (Mon 24th Nov) 
 
Uber Boat trip along the river looking at landmarks in London 
 
Birch - Wednesday 3rd December 2025 
Beech - Wednesday 3rd December 2025 
 
Gurdwara Trip TBC 
Birch -  
Beech -  
 
Planting bulbs in Victoria Park TBC 
Birch -  
Beech -  
 
Anti bullying week workshop - (Thurs 13th Nov) 
School closed (Occasional day) - (Mon 24th Nov) 
 
PE Days:  
Birch: Monday and Wednesday 
Beech: Monday and Friday 
 
Homework: Handed out on Fridays and returned by the following Thursday 
Reading for Pleasure books: Changed on Tuesday 
 

 
How to support your child at home with their learning this half term…  
 
Try planting your own bulb at home and observe how it grows over time.  
How long do you think it will take to grow?  
 
What books are special to you? Why are they special? Name some special books to 
your adult. 
 
Look around your home for stable structures. How do you know they are stable? What 
material is it made out of? What words can you use to describe the structure?  

 


